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Letter from the Board President

The Friends of Tryon Creek State Park (the Friends) had another significant and productive year in

2009. While continuing our decades long commitment of connecting individuals to nature for personal
inspiration and growth, we were able to produce another robust year of programs and events.
Leadership changed for the organization for the first time in nine years when we hired a new Executive
Director—David Cohen. We are very excited about bringing David’s wealth of experience in navigating
successful non-profits to the Friends and look forward to the future under his direction. David is an avid
amateur birder, so don’t be surprised to find him out and about in the park observing the birds.

We are also pleased to announce that our past Executive Director, Stephanie Wagner, is now the
Education Director with the Friends. Stephanie’s first love is education and we have the benefit of
keeping her energy and spirit with the Friends while she oversees our innovative education programs.
The organization owes much to Stephanie’s ongoing commitment to the Friends and the leadership she
continues to bring to our range of public offerings.

Another change for the Friends in 2009 was the departure of the Park Manager, MG Devereux. A strong
supporter of the Friends, MG has left his current position as Park Manager to work on the opening of

a new state park for Oregon Parks and Recreation Department. We will miss MG, but look forward to
working with his successor in 2010.

Despite the downturn in the economy and a small drop in income compared to 2008, the organization
was able to provide the level of programming to which the public has grown accustomed. In 2009 we
served close to 13,000 in our school, day camp, children and adult programs including those who took
part in our trail maintenance and restoration projects. The Board of the Friends recognizes we could not
have achieved these successes without the continued support of our incredible volunteer force which
remains the envy of many non-profit groups.

The Friends are proud to say that this April we will celebrate our 40th anniversary. We have come a long
way since that first Earth Day and our growth and maturation as an organization is due to the ongoing
support we receive from the community. The Friends would like to give thanks to our founding members
who had the foresight to save this park, to State Parks who helped shape this wild space into unique
recreational asset, and to our members, volunteers, and staff who have continued to make this place
special.

We look forward to the future and with the continued support of our friends, members, volunteers, and
staff it looks very bright indeed.

Laura Dobyns
President of the Board

2009 Board of Directors Terry Griffin
Patti Henry
Laura Dobyns - President Jan Johanns
Sharon Hawley — Secretary Cheryl Kosta
Peter Browning — Treasurer Jeff Lang

Phil Hamilton - President Elect ~ Gary Pagenstecher
Cindy Ellison - Past President Phil Richman

Lucille Beck Gerald Ripley
Judy Dannen Daniel Rohlf
Joan DeChaine Darren Weirnick

Board Member Jan Johnanns (right) helping out with our Earth Day Celebration at Tryon Creek.
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accomplishments

2009 was another ambitious year for the
Friends, continuing to produce a plethora of
programs for all ages and events to draw people
to our wonderful natural area. The following is
just a sampling of all that we achieved

in 2009:

Perhaps the most exciting news was the gift of seven
acres by the Nancy and David Park Family along the
Boones Ferry Rd. side of the park that adds important
old growth habitat and two historic log cabins to our
inventory. Plans for renovating the structures and
development of trails to the site will be worked on over
the next few years.

Restoration/Stewardship Highlights

The Friends, with the support of OPRD, continue to play a
leadership role when it comes to restoration work in the park.
Trail maintenance and invasive species removal remained
high priorities in 2009. The following are some of the projects
completed:

* Annual trail maintenance included Park volunteers clearing
away heavy leaf accumulations and distributing fresh gravel at
low spots where water was accumulating.

* Volunteers dug new ditches and restored old ones to direct
water off and across many Park trails.

* Volunteers completed the first round of English ivy removal in
the ravine that extends from High Bridge to the bicycle path as
well as on ten acres of the nearly fifty inside the North Horse
Loop.

¢ The first comprehensive campaign of removal of garlic mustard
(a non-native plant toxic to soil) in the Park was completed in
the spring. This will have to be repeated for several years due
to longevity of seed survival.

¢ Volunteers planted over 200 shrubs and trees, mostly in
locations where there was little shrubbery or ground coverin
areas where ivy English ivy and Himalayan blackberries were
removed.

In addition, through a contract with the City of Lake Oswego, the
Friends produced an outreach program called Landscaping for
Conservation, a free program teaching homeowners how changes
in their approach to managing their yards and plantings could help

improve our watershed.

(accomplishments continue on next page)




(accomplishments continued)

Program Highlights

Volunteer Highlights

The Friends continues to touch so many in the community
through our programs which connect individuals to nature
in meaningful ways. In 2009, 12,872 children and adults
participated in programs produced by the Friends.

Our Field Trip program was once again very popular with
3,894 students visiting the park. Our popular Nature Day
Camp saw a record 854 children who got a chance to
explore the forest for a unique summer experience.

In a new partnership with Portland State University’s Center
for Science Education, we have become the informal science
partner for their elementary in-service teacher training
Connect2Science: Through Nature. This programs works
with K — 6 teachers to help them integrate inquiry based
science learning into their curricula. The Education Director
has also become a CSE faculty member working with MST
students supporting research projects centered at Tryon.

Our Education programs have expanded to work more
significantly with high school students through the Tryon
Creek Ecology Field Team which is working with students
from New Urban High School and Oregon City Service
Learning Academy to integrate student support of Friends
programs into their academic experience.

Operation Highlights

Bringing on new Executive Director David Cohen,
allowed long time ED Stephanie Wagner to return to
her roots and become the Director of our Education
Department - a win/win situation for the organization.

The first reformatting of our newsletter/program
guide in many years resulted in a more user friendly
publication and created an ability to disperse it out in
the community providing more visibility for our many
programs and efforts.

The Friends hired our first Weekend Support Person,
Rhett Wilkins, giving us more consistency and stability
at the front desk at our busiest times.

We said goodbye to MG Deveraux, long-time Tryon
Creek Park Manager, who has advanced within the
State Parks system and thank him for all the support
and good work he and his team have done on our
behalf.

The Board said goodbye to two members - Cheryl
Kosta and Dan Rohlf. Dan will remain involved with
the Land Use Committee as well as continue to be
our liaison with Lewis & Clark College. We will miss
their efforts as regular board members but know that
they will have a life long connection here. We also
welcomed new boardmember, Patti Henry.

Without our volunteers, the Friends could not do all the good work the community expects from us. In 2009, we utilized 1,647
volunteers who committed 17,200 hours to support our educational, restoration and operational activities. Thanks to all those
who took the time out of their busy lives to make a difference here. 2009 Volunteer Awards will be given out at our Annual

Meeting. The winners are:

e Most Volunteer Hours (1,687 hours)—Phil Hamilton
e Trail Host Volunteer of the Year—Dave & Dixie Johnston
e Nature Center Host Volunteer of the Year —Carolyn Vernon

e Assistant Counselor Volunteer of the Year —Eva Almgren-Friedman

¢ Rookie Volunteer of the Year—Coni Lloyd & Amy Goodwin

e Events Volunteer of the Year —Marcia Hollander & Sharon Hawley

volunteers
Thanks to our great volunteers (apologies to anyone inadvertently left off the list).

e Interpretative Volunteer of the Year—Anne Whitt
e Special Project Volunteer of the Year—Mary North
¢ Individual Volunteer of the year—Laura Dobyns

e Ecotrails Volunteer of the Year —Doug Hawley

¢ Education Volunteer of the Year —Judy Dannen

¢ “In a Pinch” Volunteer of the Year —Linda Nash
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Marylin Anderson
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Event Highlights

The Trillium Festival, one of the Friends oldest and most beloved events,
was again a great success in 2009. Over 3,000 visitors came to the park
on the weekend of April 4th and 5th to share in the celebration of the
coming of Spring and to see our blooming trillium. The Friends are able
to share the mission of the importance of planting native plants and
engage the community through this free event.

2009 marked the end of the exhibit of outdoor art on the Trillium Trail
from the 2008 Natural Cycles: Art in the Forest exhibit. This wonderful
exhibit has allowed the Friends to showcase diverse and thought
provoking outdoor art from many talented artists over the past 5 years
and has been a great attraction to visitors from all over. The Friends
are in the process of evaluating this program and will make decisions
regarding another installation sometime this year.

The Friends were pleased to present a wonderful new art event in
2009 - Nature Inspires Art. This fundraising event featured paintings
from 15 of our community’s most gifted artists who were invited to
put paint to canvas and capture the unique beauty of Tryon Creek
State Natural Area. For a first time event this was great success.

Over 100 attendees participated in the opening event and helped the
Friends raise over $11,000 through ticket and raffle sales, as well as art
purchases. We look forward to next year’s event and hope to continue
our relationship with Oregon’s art community for years to come.

2009 Budget Report

Like with almost all non-profits, 2009 was a challenging year and the Friends ended the year with a relatively small deficit
which was covered through the use of our reserve funds. Our income shortfall was due to drops in membership, contribution
and event dollars, something we’ve committed to turning around in 2010. The very positive story was the continued growth
of income generated from our education programs, particularly our Nature Day Camp, which helped make up for some of the
other down numbers. The following is our budget breakdown for 2009:

2009 Income - Total: $447,202 2009 Expenses - Total: $472,522

RETAIL SALES VOLUNTEERS

5.8% I
'N;E]'EZST RETAIL STORE >3 %

3.7 %

RESTORATION
4.3 %

CONTRIBUTIONS
14.2%

FUNDRAISING/
MEMBERSHIP
9.1 %

EDUCATION
41.2 %




Fundraising Highlights

e Last year we had a number of foundations step up to support our efforts: The Gray Family Fund of the Oregon Community

Foundation; the Templeton Foundation; the Juan Young Trust; and the Jackson Foundation.

e On the corporate side we received strong support once again to our great partner, The Oregon Lottery and this year received a
$5,000 contribution from REI as well.

e The Friends continued to receive support for our restoration and outreach programs from Bureau of Environmental Services, City of
Portland; Metro’s Nature in Neighborhood program and this year we received a grant of $10,000 from the City of Lake Oswego.

¢ And finally, we couldn’t be more proud of our ongoing relationship with Portland State University and their continued partnering on

arange of projects and for their monetary support which helps fund our staff involvement.

founders circ

Anonymous (4)

James and Diane Baker
Kathryn Beaumont & Jeffrey
Rogers

Lucille Beck

Susan T. Bishop & Hal Lee
Dr. Michael and Ruth Brodeur
John & Martha Bryan
Duncan & Cindy Campbell
Brent & Laura Carreau

David & Terri Cohen

Jess Coss

donors to the friends

The following lists include all those who made contributions to the Friends in

2009. In advance, we apologize to anyone who has inadvertently been left of this
list. Please let us know so we can make the needed corrections. Again, thank you
to all those who made the Friends part of their annual giving.

Oregon Lottery staff enjoying the 2009 Trillium Festival
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